
Minutes

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE

18 April 2016

Meeting held at Committee Room 6 - Civic Centre, 
High Street, Uxbridge UB8 1UW

Committee Members Present: 
Councillors Dominic Gilham (Chairman)
Roy Chamdal
Jazz Dhillon

LBH Officers Present: 
Claire Freeman (Licensing Officer), Beejal Soni (Legal Advisor), Charles Francis 
(Democratic Services Officer)

24.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  (Agenda Item 1)

There were no apologies for absence.

25.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS COMING BEFORE THIS MEETING  
(Agenda Item 2)

There were no Declarations of Interest made.

26.    TO CONFIRM THAT THE ITEMS OF BUSINESS MARKED PART I WILL BE 
CONSIDERED IN PUBLIC AND ITEMS MARKED PART II WILL BE CONSIDERED 
IN PRIVATE  (Agenda Item 3)

It was confirmed that all items were Part I and would be heard in public.

27.    MATTERS THAT HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE OR URGENT  (Agenda Item 
4)

None.

28.    APPLICATION FOR A FILM CLASSIFICATION  (Agenda Item 5)

At the start of the meeting, the Democratic Services Officer confirmed the Applicant 
would not be attending the meeting.

Introduction by Licensing / Regulatory Services Officer
Claire Freeman, Regulatory Services team Manager introduced the application for a 
film classification.

It was noted the reason for the classification application was because the film was 
intended to be released without a certificate from the British Board of Film 



Classification and therefore needed a classification and permission from the Licensing 
Authority to be shown in the Odeon, Uxbridge.

Officers confirmed the film - 'Fear Itself' had been released exclusively on BBC iPlayer 
in October 2015 and was available to view until October 2016. 

The Committee were provided with an overview of the films' content based on the 
description provided by the applicant. Officers confirmed they had viewed the film 
privately and concurred with this description. 

Officers explained how the scoring matrix should be applied during the film viewing.

Discussion
The Chairman of the Sub-Committee led the general discussion into the application.  
Councillors were concerned that the Applicant's paperwork did not provide them with all 
the relevant information required.  

Specifically, the Committee noted that Hillingdon's Film Authorisation Procedures 
contained in Appendix 3 , 4.2, bullet point 3  requested "Any existing classification 
issued by an existing classification body, whether in the UK or abroad" to be provided 
in writing to the Licensing Service at least 28 days prior to the hearing. Officers 
confirmed that if this information had been provided, the Committee could have applied 
clause 4.10 of Hillingdon's Film Authorisation Procedures and authorised the film 
without viewing it.

The Committee requested Officers to provide the information under 4.2 bullet point 3, 
during the course of the meeting to inform its deliberations.

Committee Deliberation
All parties were asked to leave the room while the Sub-Committee considered its 
decision.

During deliberations, the Sub-Committee viewed the film and applied the scoring matrix 
contained in Appendix 2 of the agenda pack. After the film had been viewed, but before 
a decision was made, Officers confirmed that two other Authorities had given the film 
an 18 rating and another had determined it to be a 15 rating.

The Decision
The Sub-Committee, having viewed the film, determined that the film contained 
sufficient footage of scenes of blood and gore, strong horror and scenes of sexual 
violence to require a classification of "18".

The Legal officer advised that as this classification was age restrictive, no persons 
under the age of 18 should be admitted to the viewing. Reiterating the guidance in 
Hillingdon's Film Authorisation Procedure, Officers explained that rating was subject to 
the premises licence holder (or club premises certificate holder) displaying in a 
conspicuous position a notice clearly stating that the Licensing Authority had 
authorised the film for viewing by persons ages 18 years or older. Suggested wording 
for such a notice was contained at paragraph 4.8 of the London Borough of Hillingdon's 
Film Authorisation Procedure.

Furthermore, it was recommended that the premises licence holder (or club premises 



certificate holder) adopted a suitable management policy and procedure to monitor and 
enforced the recommendation on age restriction. The exhibition of film was additionally 
subject to the mandatory conditions listed at 5.1 of the above mentioned procedures 
document.

The meeting, which commenced at 2.00 pm, closed at 3.57 pm.

These are the minutes of the above meeting.  For more information on any of the 
resolutions please contact Democratic Services on 01895 250636.  Circulation of these 
minutes is to Councillors, Officers, the Press and Members of the Public.


