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5.1 QUESTION FROM ANDREA SCRIVENS OF BROADWOOD AVENUE, RUISLIP, 

TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES & PROPERTY - 
COUNCILLOR BIANCO: 

 
Since the announcement on 30th May of the plan to close the RAGC the Council has 
repeatedly stated that it has no other plans for the site. There is a rumour that the 
land has been offered for sale. Please could you confirm or deny this rumour? 

 
5.2 QUESTION FROM JOHN SCRIVENS OF BROADWOOD AVENUE, RUISLIP, TO 

THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES & PROPERTY - 
COUNCILLOR BIANCO: 

 
Friends of RAGC used the procedures laid down on the Council website to nominate 
the Rural Activities Garden Centre as an Asset of Community Value as specified in 
the Localism Act 2011. The statutory 8-week period during which the Council is 
required to make a decision on the nominations expired before the end of August so 
at the time of writing, the Council is in breach of the Localism Act.  

 
Why did the Council neither process these ACV nominations within the statutory time 
limit nor provide us with any reason for this failure? 

 
5.3 QUESTION FROM LYNN JACKSON OF DOWNS BARN ROAD, RUISLIP, TO THE 

CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT - COUNCILLOR 
LAVERY: 

 
Having paid to have our garden waste collected, can I please ask why bags are being 
collected from homes where no payment has been made and the bags have no 
address or green tags on either? Is there a protocol in place to ensure this doesn't 
happen, if so, are all workers fully appraised of it? Are the Council also ensuring that 
garden waste placed in black bags are being refused? 

 
5.4 QUESTION FROM DANIEL O’NEILL OF ASHBURTON ROAD, RUISLIP, AND ON 

BEHALF OF THE HILLINGDON ALLIANCE OF RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS TO 
THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CORPORATE SERVICES & PROPERTY - 
COUNCILLOR BIANCO: 

 
The July Cabinet meeting was informed of a "particularly damning" fire risk 
assessment which identified urgent building safety concerns from inadequate fire 
detection systems at the Union Park Estate on Packet Boat Lane. 

 
Consequently, Cabinet approved funding for a ‘Walking Watch’ at £4200 per day for 
six weeks, a measure deemed more cost-effective than the alternative of rehousing 
250 households. 

 
Could the Cabinet member please provide an update on the situation, including 

 how our borough came to have thirteen residential units on a new development 
with such safety concerns?, 

 what the Walking Watch entails? 

 how its contract was awarded? 
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 what the day-to-day situation is for the residents on the estate? 

 the future plan to ensure the buildings are made safe? 

 when that might be and how the cost will be borne? 
 

5.5 QUESTION FROM ADE BANJOKO OF THE FAIRWAY, SOUTH, RUISLIP TO THE 
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR EDWARDS: 

 
The protests on Saturday 30th September have spurred racial hatred both online and 
on the streets of Hillingdon, with calls for immigrants to be sent back. As a resident of 
the borough, I am deeply saddened and concerned by the rising levels of racial 
hatred being experienced here. 
 
How can the Council reassure residents that it takes hate crime seriously when its 
own communications appear to be fuelling hostility against migrants. 
 
I am especially worried about the impact this environment is having on children and 
young people. Research shows that racial prejudice can begin from as early as the 
age of four, and recent data reported in the Evening Standard shows over 15,000 
suspensions last year for racist behaviour in schools – more than doubling since the 
pandemic, with incidents involving children as young as four. 
 
Given this worrying trend, what specific actions will the Council take both to challenge 
racial hatred in our communities and to prevent the normalisation of racism among 
the next generation? 


